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or as balls of fire and living shadowlike white cloths, but also in
the shapes of weird animals: pigs? dogs, monkeys, or tigers.
Witches often assume the form of beautiful mute girls who make
obscene advances to young men on lonely roads at night. Leyaks
are, however, progressive and now they are said to prefer more
modern shapes for their transformations; motor-cars and bicycles
that run in and out of temples without drivers and whose tires
pulsate as if breathing. There are even leyalc airplanes sweeping
over the roof-tops after midnight. Children cry during the night
because they see kyaks that become invisible on approaching
to gnaw at their entrails. Then the child becomes sick and soon
dies; that explains the high death-rate among children.

The ever unwilling patients of the modern hospital in Den
Pasar claim to have seen strange shadows under doors and flocks
of monkeys that grimace at them through the windows; the
congregation of sick, magically weakened people naturally at-
tracts legions of leyafes and for this reason they fear having to go
to the hospital. Witches congregate under the kepuh trees
always found in cemeteries, but they are also attracted to the
" male " papaya tree (that which bears no fruit) and like to carry
on their orgies of blood and their love affairs under its shadow;
consequently these trees are never permitted to grow within the
village limits.

I was told that to see the leyaks that happen to be about, one
must stand naked and, bending over suddenly, look between
one's legs. They can be recognized by the flames (endeh) that
issue out of their hanging tongues and from the top of their
heads. This does not work with foreigners, because the leyalcs
" are shy and do not show themselves to outsiders"; thus, even
the Balinese who fear leyalcs so that they dare not mention the
word JeyaJ: are not in the least impressed with the bravery of a
skeptical stranger who walks alone at night into a cemetery or
some such leyak-ridden place.